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Discussion and presentation: 

Who controls the media?
Read this extract from the novel 1984 by George Orwell
“The invention of print […] made it easier to manipulate public opinion, and the film and the radio carried the process further. With the development of television, and the technical advance which made it possible to receive and transmit simultaneously on the same instrument, private life came to an end. Every citizen could be kept for twenty-four hours a day under the eyes of the police […]. The possibility of enforcing not only complete obedience to the will of the State, but complete uniformity of opinion on all subjects, now existed for the first time.” 

Discuss the questions in your group and prepare a short (five minutes) presentation on this topic. 

1. How does Orwell regard the media?

2. How are the Media controlled in Germany (or in the country you come from)?

3. Do you think that today the media has the kind of influence or power that Orwell predicted when he wrote 1984?

